
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 22 June 2011] 

 p4620b-4620b 
Dr Elizabeth Constable 

 [1] 

NATIONAL EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARDS — MS ANDREA RUNDLE 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.10 pm]: I am pleased to advise the house 
about the outcome in this month’s National Excellence in Teaching awards. These awards provide the 
opportunity for the community to thank and recognise inspiring teachers. I am very proud that educators from 
our Western Australian public schools so frequently feature in the winners’ list. This year, a top national award 
for inspirational teaching was won by Andrea Rundle, a teacher at Katanning Senior High School. Andrea has 
been a teacher for 19 years, eight of which were dedicated to the students at Katanning. Katanning Senior High 
School is categorised as a low socioeconomic index school and includes students from a diverse range of cultural 
backgrounds, including 18 per cent Indigenous students. The change to the school leaving age has required 
schools to support older students on a range of pathways. Andrea’s work is a prime example of the types of 
support and career preparation that a diverse group of students who might not be on the road to university or 
further study can benefit from the most. 

As the teacher in charge of engagement and inclusive learning, Andrea Rundle has designed specific programs to 
engage, motivate and stimulate at-risk students. Andrea devised and set up the school’s access program for years 
8–10 and the senior school engagement program for years 11 and 12. Both programs aim to re-engage students 
who do not fit into mainstream learning pathways, with a practical hands-on approach. The major focus of the 
senior school engagement program is to assist students to gain employment and life skills. A program in itself 
will not succeed without the school being able to identify a key person who has the qualities to make the 
program come alive. Andrea has an innovative and flexible approach to teaching. Her focus is on re-engaging 
students who are not suited to mainstream classes, so she encourages them to excel in different areas. She has 
strong working relationships with other agencies and utilises her links with the Great Southern Institute of 
Technology to offer students a chance to complete a certificate I and II in horticulture. 

Andrea’s successful programs have benefited from her very good relations with other staff, and she has 
developed a strong rapport with all her students, who regard her with the highest respect. The success of the 
program, as part of the school’s attendance strategy, is evidenced by the improved attendance rate of the students 
so that their attendance rates are now actually above the whole school average. That is truly an outstanding 
result. Andrea’s achievements in re-motivating disengaged students are widely recognised. Her work has 
touched many students and families and changed their lives for the better. 
 


